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Messrs. Chaim;én,. members of the CQmmittees—let me begin by sayiné, Tam aWare
Congreés has the responéibi_iify,.duty andobligaﬁon to ovefsee and critique the performance of the
4 Nation's intelligénqe services. 1 gre_aﬂy respect your resp'onéibilities in this regard and believe your
.inquiry will result in_changes to our intelligence services that WiII make them bétter and strongerq
I do, however, take exception and have problems with the 'ma.nner in which classiﬁed intelligence
information and the identities of FBI Special Agents have been exposed to the public;

Terrorism cases, such as the investigation that led to my authoring the July 10, 2001
electronic commﬁnication, are typically classified "'S.ecret“. in their entiretly._ Varidus intelligence
sources and methods aré utilized while conducting these sensitive investigations. FB.I Special Agents
assigned to work these matters. in the field involve themsel%res .on a daily basié with Islamic extremist -
elem.ents' representing various terrorist organizations. The very nature of thése cases involve
individuaiswho do not like the United Stafes or what the United States represents—- thus making

-them a threat to the national security and a threat to the individual Special Agents.




Special Agents are consﬁtantf;r attempting to recruit human sources of information to
penetrate the terrorist celis that operate in the United States and overseas. Human sources are
absolutely necessary in order to obtam the mtelhgenee necessary to 1dent1fy penetrate and neutralize
the terrorist threat The recruitment of these sources takes a great deal of time and effort in order to
builda degree of trust .between the Sbecial Agent aﬁd source. Good human sources are few and far
‘ beﬁeen. The FBI and United States Government need to pre'tect these eources inorder to_encourage

others to assist us in the war on terrorism.

' DuringMay 2002, 1 w_illingly .testi.ﬁed before various closed sessions of tﬁe House and

Senate Judiciary Committees. [ was graciously treated by fnembers of these Committees. However,
Iwas astounded and very disappo.i_nted that ﬁly identity and the classiﬁed info:maﬁon I provided was
immedia%:ely made availab.le to the national and international news media. My photograph was
. plaStered all over print and television media. Reporter_s, from ali over the world, called my office and
' m.y residence attempting to get a statement from me. The media quickly identified, through publicly
availablefecorcis, where I fived and showed up at the front doo; of my residence._ On one occasion,
areporter from an internationally kno_wn neWs magazine actually cornered my 12 year old son while
he was taking out the trash an_d tried te ehcit information from h1m This. mncident caused my son
great distress a,nld made ree very angry. | The me.diaalso identified where my mother end father live
and attempted to get a statement ﬁ'ofn them. - In short, a cir_cus atniosphere was created by the
unnecessary release of my _ideﬁtity‘ and the classiﬁed information 1 provided to Congress. Finally;
I have been informed that a.do cumeetary gippeared on the Al~Jazeera news network within the past
couple of weeks concerning the events surrounding September 11; 2001_ Several Al-Qaeda lea’dere

were interviewed . My name and photograph were also included in this documenta,ry.. While the




exact contents of what was discussed. céncerning me afe currently unll{'nown, 1 afn particularly
concerned knowing this network is bfoadcast_throughout the Middle East.

Asa résu]t of the above, degpite my longstanding practice of not discussing the details
of my job Wlth my family due to its classified nature, I had to explain to my family
én_d close friends What was happening. 1 explained to them Idid nothing wfong and was not solely
responsible for the horrificevents thét took plac-e on September 11, 2001. As you can ifnagine the
stress upon my _farni’ly and myself was tremendous and contiz_:ﬁes to be so unfcil this day.

On a professional le\}el, the publié exposure of my identify and the information I
provided in clos.ed.teétimony resulted in me ha\}ing to close valued human intelligence sourcesvho
wefg targeted against thé subj eét of the July 10, 2001 le.lecf:tronic communication. These individuals.
* took great personal risks to their physical security to. provide the United States Government with
information on this subject. I promised 'the.m a (_ionﬁdential relationship with the United Stétes
Governmeﬁt which was broken when my identity and the information they had provided was made
public and appeareci all over the world. The United States Govemnient let these individuals down.

| | Various members of thé House and Senate have publicly stressed the need for the
United Stétes Intelligence Community to develop more human sources to penetrate the Va;‘ious
terrorist organizations who want to cause harm to our country and national interests. Congress will
make this task very difficult if they do not take éerioué.iy the classified nature of intelligeﬁce'work.
T}ie protection of intelligence Agents, Human intelligence sources and _
~ technical sources should be protected at all éosts. _
I also believe that the .unnecessary disclosure of my identity has put thesafety of my

familyand myself at risk. I ask myself--what are. senior members of Al-Qaeda thinking when they




see my image in the media? If1 were in their position, I'would be thinking that there must have been
a source who had penetraie_d the orgé.nizatio'n.' 1 be]ieve_ Al—Qaeda would consider me a terrorist
target and want to kill me o |

Just as I believe Congress has the duty, résppﬁsibility and obligation fo 6versee and
eritique the Nation's intelligencé services; they have an equally important responsibility to protect
the .identlities' of the Nation's intelligence agents who are diligent.ly trying toprotect the Nationon a
daily basis. I f’eeli in this regard, Cdngfess has.personally' failed .me, as AFBI Special Agent and as |
an American. -

‘A couple of months ago, a member of Cénéress invoked. whistle blower protection
for me- Without my asking forit. Ido not consider m_yée]f a whistle blower. T do not feei, nor have
1 ever felt, threatened or been mistreated by FBI exccutive management. 7011 the contrary, FBI
: executive.maﬁagemeﬁt has been very supportive of me. While I _éppreciate the Senator's concerns for
my well being, I believe his concerns, .as W_eﬂ intentioned- as I'rﬁ sure they were, were misdirected.
Greater emphasis should have been placed on protecting my idenfity and fhe information I proV_ided
dufing closed sessions. I am not afraid of the FBI, but am very concerned about Al-Qaeda and what
they may want to do to me and my family. Sadly,'l can thank the United States Congress for my.
situation. |

The horrible events of September 11, 2001 have forever changed the Waj' we as a
Nation view things. Did the Néﬁon's intelligence servicess fail the Natiqn prior to |
Sep_ternber. 11, 20017 1 believe they did. Can they_ do things better? Yoﬁ bet they can-- once
Congress gives the intel.ligence serv.ices the tools and rés_ources to accomplish th_e mission. These

| hearings are extreniely important. Congress, during these hearings, should be very careful to not




divulge the identities of the Nation's intelligence officers, sources and methods used in collecting
intelligenc.einformation, as well as the information collected. The Nation is at war and Congress has
the responsibility; duty and obligation to protect this type of information.

This concludes mf/ prepared statement and I will now take your qliestions.




